
Curriculum Evaluation  

 
Consent Form for Parents/Guardians 

The Inspectorate of the Department of Education is carrying out a Curriculum Evaluation in your child’s school. This evaluation 

looks at the quality of pupils’ learning in a specific subject, such as Geography or English, and at how well the school plans 

for the subject. 

  

During the inspection we really want to hear from pupils and to talk to them about their learning. For this reason, we will 

hold a focus group discussion with some pupils during the inspection. A focus group is a group conversation with pupils and 

it is not a test. It gives pupils an opportunity to talk to an inspector about their learning. 

 

Your child is invited to take part in this discussion with other pupils, but we need both your permission and your child’s 

permission first. Please talk to your child about this, and, if both you and your child are happy, please sign the form below 

and return to the school in the morning. Unfortunately your child cannot take part in the group discussion without this 

written consent. 
 

What is involved for your child (time, location, etc.)? 

Your child, along with other pupils, will be involved in a focus group discussion with an inspector. This session will take place 

during the normal school day in the school. The meeting will take approximately thirty to forty minutes and will follow all 

Data Protection and Child Protection requirements.  
 

Right to withdraw  

Your child is free to ask to withdraw from the group discussion and arrangements will be made for them to return to their 

classroom at any time without giving a reason and without consequence.  
 

How will confidentiality be maintained?  

Participating pupils will not be named or identified when collecting discussion group responses or in any associated reports. 

Pupils will not be asked to provide any personal information and no personal data will be recorded during the discussion. 

Please note also that this consent and assent form should be returned to the school and that all forms will be destroyed by 

the school once the inspection is over.  

Thank you most sincerely, 

 

Reporting Inspector  
Inspectorate 
Department of Education  
 

Details of child  

Name  Age  
 

Parent/guardian  

Name of parent or guardian  
 

Please read and sign below if you agree: 

• I give permission for the child named above to take part in the focus group discussion.  

• I understand that there will be suitable supervision at the focus group discussion.  

• I know that my permission and my child’s participation is voluntary and that they can withdraw from the focus group 

discussion at any stage without giving any reason. 

• I am aware that my child will not be named or identified in focus group responses or in associated reports. 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………….. (Parent/Guardian)                           Date………………… 



Curriculum Evaluation  

  Information note and Assent Form for pupils 
 

An inspector from the Department of Education will visit your school soon to find out about teaching and learning in one of 
the subjects you learn about in school.  

 
During the visit, the inspector will  

• visit classrooms to look at your teachers teaching 

• talk to you in your classrooms about your learning  

• look at some copybooks, folders and portfolios of work 

• meet with groups of pupils to hear about their experience of learning in the subject  

• talk to teachers about what is working well and, perhaps, give advice about how to make teaching and learning better  

• write up a report about teaching and learning in the subject  

 

Why do we have a focus group with pupils?  

Inspectors believe that it is very important to hear from pupils about their learning experiences in the subject from their own point 
of view. Inspectors do this when they meet pupils in their classrooms, but they also will meet with some pupils in a focus group as 
this allows pupils to speak in more detail about their learning in the subject.     

 

What happens in the focus group? 

A focus group is a group conversation with pupils and it is not a test. The group will include pupils from different classes. 

The inspector will explain how the focus group works and answer any questions you might have. The inspector wants to hear 
about your experiences of learning in the subject. Listening to your views will help the inspector to understand how well the 
subject is being taught in the school.  

You do not have to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer. We will not discuss the work of individual teachers or 

individual pupils. 

 

When and where will the focus group happen?  

The focus group will take place in your school during the normal school day. It will last for about 40 minutes.  

 

How can I take part?  
The inspector would be delighted if you would be part of the focus group. If you would like to take part, please complete this form.  

If you agree to be part of the focus group you will: 

• join a focus group meeting with other pupils from your school 

• share your opinions about your experience of learning from your point of view.  
 

Confidentiality and the right to withdraw  
You are free to ask to withdraw from the focus group discussion at any time in order to return to your classroom without giving 

a reason and without consequence. Pupils participating in the focus group will not be named or identified in any record of the 

focus group, in any feedback discussion with the school or in the inspection report.   
 

How will the information from the focus group be used?  
During the focus group, the inspector will make some general notes of the discussion. Before the inspector ends the focus group 
meeting, he/she will inform the group about the main themes that will be shared with the school and included in the inspection 
report. The inspector writes an inspection report following the inspection. In the report, the inspector will identify areas of good 
work in the subject, and any areas where the work could be improved. The report will be published on the Department of 
Education website: www.gov.ie/schoolreports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/school-reports/


Curriculum Evaluation  
 

Assent Form (to be completed by the pupil) 

Information about you 

Your name : Your class: 
 

 

Please read and sign below if you agree with:  

• I am going to take part in a focus group discussion with an inspector from the Department of Education and I 

understand why I am taking part.  

• I know that I do not have to answer any questions I do not want to and that it is ok to just listen if I do not want to 

talk.  

• I know that it is okay to ask to return to my classroom at any time and that I do not have to say why I wish to do so.  

• I understand that this is not a test or an exam.  

 

Signed………………………………………………                                                       Date……………………… 

 

 

 

 
 

The reason we are asking you to sign this form is to show that you 

understand what the focus group discussion is about and that, if invited 

to participate, you agree to take part 

 


